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5.  Stephen's  parish 


^tftSK0  O  RELATE  the  history  of  a  quarter  of  a  century 
/  l  of  work,  in  any  especial  field  of  labor,  shoulder 
to  shoulder  with  the  same  old  friends  and 
fellow-laborers,  is  a  pleasing  task  ;  which  in  this  world  of 
many  changes  and  chances  is  not  vouchsafed  to  every  man, 


nor  is  it  given  to  every  congregation  to  work  unanimously, 
continuously,  and  without  interruption,  toward  a  definite 
end.  That  the  first  Rector  of  S.  Stephen’s  has  been,  in 
the  providence  of  God,  permitted  to  plant  the  seed,  to 
water,  and  to  see  the  increase,  is  to  him  a  source  of  deep 
and  unfailing  joy  :  and  that  Priest  and  people  have,  both 


in  the  sunshine  and  shadow  of  terrestrial  life,  labored  and 


prayed  in  our  beloved  work  during  this  long  period  is  a 
theme  of  mutual  happiness,  and  unfailing  thanksgiving. 
That  the  simple  narrative  contained  within  this  little 
volume  may  be  among  us  a  cherished  record  of  our  past, 
and  an  incentive  to  those  who  soon  must  take  our  places 
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in  God’s  work,  is  a  prayer  which  we  all  will  consent  to 
offer.  And  in  telling  the  stor}'  of  what  God  has  done  for 
us,  the  writer  desires  to  quote  the  words  of  one  of  the 
olden  time,  who  said  in  concluding  his  work  :  “  If  I  have 
done  well,  and  as  is  fitting  the  story,  it  is  that  which  I 
desired  ;  but  if  slenderly  and  meanly,  it  is  that  which  I 
could  attain  unto.” 

* 


N  COMMON  with  very  many  parishes,  the 
history  of  S.  Stephen's  begins  with  a  period 
^  V  of  Sunday-school  work,  and  while  that  epoch 
does  not  fall,  properly,  within  our  scope, 
it  would  be  a  serious  omission  did  we  not,  at  least, 
refer  to  the  earliest  efforts  made  to  establish  some 
form  of  work  of  the  Church  in  this  district, 
a  portion  of  which,  that  between  Larkin  and  Laguna 
streets,  was  long  known  as  Hayes'  Valley.  For  several 
years  prior  to  1875,  a  Sunday-school  had  been  kept  up  in 
hired  rooms  on  Hayes  street,  under  the  auspices  of  the 
Church  of  the  Advent,  and  of  Trinity  Church,  the  two 
parishes  generously  paying  the  rental.  Whilst  the 
impetus,  in  the  first  place,  came  from  the  Church  of  the 
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Advent,  at  that  time  under  the  energetic  leadership  of 
the  Rector,  the  late  Rev.  H.  D.  Lathrop,  D.D.,  the 
earliest  superintendent  was  Mr.  E.  J.  Lion,  then  a 
member  of  the  parish  of  the  Advent,  and  preparing  to 
enter  upon  a  course  of  study  for  the  sacred  ministry. 
Among  those  who  were  associated  in  this  work,  was  Mr., 
afterwards  the  Rev.  W.  C.  Powell,  and  Miss  Annie  A. 
Hill,  now  a  resident  of  Fruitvale.  The  Sunday-school 
continued  its  growth,  and  occasional,  but  unsuccessful, 
attempts  to  establish  the  services  of  the  Church  were 
made.  The  last  change,  prior  to  the  acquisition  of  our 
present  site,  was  made  to  the  northeast  corner  of  Fulton 
and  Webster  streets.  There  the  Rev.  Mr.  Powell  held 
evening  services  for  several  weeks,  and  Mr.  (now  Judge) 
F.  W.  Van  Reynegom  superintended  the  Sunday-school, 
which  had  materially  increased.  The  Rev.  Mr.  Powell, 
who  was  in  deacon's  orders,  was,  however,  in  January, 
1875,  appointed  to  work  in  S.  Peter's  Church  in  this 
city.  On  the  13th  day  of  January,  in  Trinity  Church,  in 
this  city,  Mr.  E.  J.  Lion,  was  ordered  Deacon,  by  the  late 
Rt.  Rev.  Father  in  God  William  Ingraham  Kip,  First 
Bishop  of  California,  who  at  once  sent  the  newly  ordained 
Deacon  to  S.  Stephen's,  placing  him  under  the  jurisdiction 
of  the  devout  and  faithful  Rector  of  S.  Luke's  Parish,  the 
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Rev.  E.  Steele  Peake,  now  in  the  Diocese  of  Minnesota  ; 
of  whose  parish  this  portion  of  the  12th  ward  was  then  a 
part.  It  is  needless  to  say  that  so  very  faithful  a  Priest- 
in-charge,  was  a  loving  and  experienced  adviser  to  the 
young  and  untried  cleric,  who  here  desires,  after  so  great 
a  length  of  time,  to  acknowledge,  once  more,  his  sense  of 
obligation  to  his  former  senior  priest.  No  one  could  have 
been  kinder  or  more  considerate ;  and  his  advice  was 
rather  that  of  an  elder  brother  than  of  a  superior  officer. 
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E  COME  now,  in  the  course  of  our 
narrative,  to  the  time  when  the  seed 
of  the  future  parish  was  to  be  sown, 


and  all  were  to  help  to  water  the  tiny  seedling. 
If  in  the  preparatory  period  the  ground  had  to  be 
broken,  immediately  thereafter,  following  the  analogy 
of  nature,  came  the  time  when  the  definite  process, 
which  we  have  called  the  seed  time,  had  to  be 
systematically  undertaken.  We  thus  take  the  date  of  the 
first  regular  pastoral  charge  as  our  terminus  a  quo . 
And  Quinquagesima  Sunday,  February  7th,  1875,  was 
the  day  on  which  the  Missionary  appointed  by  the  Rt. 
Rev.  Bishop  Kip,  as  above  noted,  conducted  Divine 
Service  in  S.  Stephen’s  Mission,  for  the  first  time,  as  in 
charge.  The  services  also  were  immediately  placed  upon 
the  ordinary  basis  of  regular  morning  and  evening 
services  on  the  Ford’s  Day  ;  although  some  of  the  most 
interested  friends  of  the  work  felt  that  the  success  of  two 
services  in  the  day  was  problematical.  The  following 
Wednesday  being  Ash  Wednesday,  daily  Lenten  devotions 
were  begun,  the  attendance  of  the  younger  people  (some 
of  whom  are  still  in  the  parish,  now  grave  heads  of 
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families),  was,  from  the  first,  a  subject  of  remark.  The 
devoutly  kept  Lent  of  A.D.  1875,  bore  fruit  at  Easter-tide, 
a  day  of  wind  and  storm,  but  of  solemn  joy  within  doors, 
for  the  offertory  that  day  was  over  fourteen  hundred 
dollars,  one  gentleman,  the  late  Mr.  Thomas  Menzies, 
giving  his  check  for  one  thousand  dollars.  The  year 
which  followed  was  greatly  blessed,  a  delightful  spirit  of 
unity  which  has  alwa3rs  characterized  S.  Stephen’s  being 
the  tone  which  prevailed  in  the  Mission.  On  Easter 
Monday  evening,  March  29th,  the  proper  steps  were 
taken  to  formally  organize,  and  the  Mission  became  a 
recognized  Mission  of  the  Diocese  of  California,  the  Rev. 
E.  J.  Lion  Missionary,  Mr.  Wm.  L.  Chalmers  the  warden, 
Mr.  James  S.  Mackenzie,  clerk,  Mr.  Thomas  Menzies, 
treasurer.  The  deep  interest,  the  great  generosity  and 
fervent  zeal  of  the  people  was  evidenced  by  the  report 
made  to  the  Bishop  a  year  later,  when  the  fund  toward 
the  purchase  of  land  amounted  to  four  thousand  six 
hundred  dollars,  and  the  total  of  offerings  was  the  large 
sum  of  five  thousand  six  hundred  and  seventy-seven 
dollars  and  fifty  cents.  That  year  the  land  on  which  the 
Church  now  stands  was  purchased,  at  a  cost  of  one 
hundred  dollars  the  front  foot,  and  during  the  month  of 
June  a  building  in  which  we  could  worship  and  use  for 
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other  purposes,  was  erected,  at  a  cost  of  seventeen 
hundred  and  fifty  dollars.  There  was  an  indebtedness 
upon  the  property  of  fifteen  hundred  dollars,  but  we  were 
in  our  own  building,  and  were  determined  soon  to  be  free 
from  debt,  an  intention  so  soon  carried  into  effect  that  by 
the  end  of  1880  the  property  was  not  only  free,  but  a  sum 
of  money  which  warranted  the  erection  of  the  Church 
was  in  hand.  How  was  all  this  done  ?  Looking  back 
upon  it,  the  figures  seem  to  be  mistaken,  and  were  not 
we,  who  are  still  alive  to  tell  the  tale,  able  to  bear 
witness  to  it  all,  it  would  seem  incredible.  That  it  was 
all  done  the  beautifully  kept  books  of  our  faithful  and 
devoted  treasurer  bear  witness.  In  the  history  of  the 
parish  we  have  had  just  two  treasurers,  both  of  whom 
have  shown  exceptional  ability  and  fidelity.  The  first, 
the  late  Thomas  Menzies,  the  second,  Mr.  Alfred  J. 
Fairweather,  in  office  since  1877.  But,  question  as  to 
the  means  by  which  so  much  was  accomplished  is  still 
unanswered.  And  the  reply  to  the  question  is  to  be 
expressed  in  a  motto,  which  we  have  often  used,  “By 
Patience  and  Perseverance,’ ’  but  back  of  it  all  is 
the  faith  and  zeal  of  all  in  the  work.  Of  none  is  this 
true,  more  than  of  the  Aid  Society  of  the  Parish,  which 
in  every  way,  in  every  year,  and  at  every  stage  of  the 
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work,  by  earnest  labor,  by  personal  generosity,  by  a 
determination  to  overcome  all  obstacles,  have  poured  into 
the  work  a  stream  of  devotion,  which  has  secured  success 
otherwise,  and  without  such  help,  humanly  speaking, 
impossible.  Much  of  the  money,  probably  the  larger 
portion,  was  earned  by  these  faithful  women,  and 
represents  much  time  and  labor.  It  is  built  into  the 
Church,  and  the  whole  edifice  represents  personal  self- 
denial  and  deep  devotion  to  the  upbuilding  of  our  Sion. 
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3be  Matering  anb  tbe  Increase 


N  DUE  time  the  Mission  organization  developed 
into  the  Parish,  and  the  Missionary  became  the 
^  ■  Rector.  A  movement  toward  a  church  grew  and 

gathered  force,  only  checked  by  the  necessity  for 
a  sufficient  sum  to  warrant  the  congregation  to  build 
without  being  over-burdened  with  a  debt,  which  would 
by  its  weight  arrest  the  religious  and  charitable  agencies 
beginning  to  spring  up  in  the  parish.  The  parochial 
organization  was  effected  in  the  year  1878  and  the  first 
vestry  was  duly  elected,  and  was  composed  of  the 
following  :  wardens,  W.  L.  Chalmers  and  T.  J.  Haynes  ; 
vestrymen,  Messrs.  E.  B.  Holmes,  W.  E.  Chalmers,  E. 
H.  Rixford,  A.  J.  Fairweather,  T.  J.  Haynes ;  treasurer, 
A.  J.  Fairweather  ;  clerk,  T.  J.  Haynes.  The  Vestry  in 
1881,  in  whose  term  of  office  the  Church  wras  built,  were 
Messrs.  Holmes,  Rixford,  Menzies,  Fairweather,  and 
Jno.  T.  Cutting.  These  gentlemen  in  collaboration  with 
the  Rector  adopted  the  plans  submitted  by  Messrs. 
Wright  &  Sanders  of  this  city.  The  Church  was 
solemnly  opened  by  the  Rt.  Rev.  the  Bishop,  on  November 
13th,  1881,  in  the  presence  of  a  congregation  which  filled 
the  Church  to  its  utmost  capacity.  The  services  of  the 
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day  were  most  impressive.  The  procession  entered  the 
Church,  from  the  older  building,  by  the  principal  door, 
headed  by  a  lay  reader,  Mr.  J.  I.  Housman,  reading  the 
gradual  psalms,  to  which  the  clergy  responded.  The 

•_  -  ,  .  *  .  i  *  .  • 

Rev.  E.  B.  Spalding,  read  morning  prayer,  and  assisted 
the  Rector,  who  was  celebrant  of  the  Holy  Communion, 
and  preached.  After  the  sermon  the  Bishop  confirmed  a 

class  of  eleven  persons. 

.  ,  *  ^  . 

The  building  is  in  the  early  English  style  of 
architecture,  the  windows  are  filled  with  stained  glass, 
all  of  which  were  given  by  the  members  of  the 
congregation,  and  many  of  which  are  memorials.  The 
contract  price,  without  windows  or  chancel  furniture  or 
carpets,  was  $7,200.00.  The  Vestry  at  this  period  settled 
a  serious  question  as  to  the  appropriation  of  seats,  by  the 
following 

Resolution :  “That  S.  Stephen’s  be  and 
continue  a  Free  Church,  and  that  the  Wardens 
assign  to  such  families  as  so  desire,  certain 
sittings  for  their  use  during  Divine  Service,  but 
that  all  seats  be  free  and  open  to  all  persons  as 
soon  as  the  services  have  begun.’  ’ 

The  clause  as  to  the  assignment  of  seats  was  never 
put  into  practice,  and  the  Church  has  always  been  a 
sanctuary  where  men  might  worship  God  without 
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distinction  of  persons.  From  this  time  on,  by  degrees 
the  Church  has  been  beautified,  and  additions  have  been 
made  to  its  accessories.  The  pipe-organ  was  set  up  by 
Christmas,  1886.  The  church  bell  purchased  from  the 
Church  of  the  Advent,  and  closely  associated  with  the 
religious  life  of  the  Rector,  since  it  was  rung  for  his 
confirmation,  and  for  his  ordination  to  the  Priesthood,  was 
placed  on  the  Church  in  January,  1887.  In  September, 
1887,  the  mortgage  was  lifted  entirely  from  the  Church 
by  the  action  of  a  large  number  of  parishioners,  who 
loaned  sums  of  money  varying  from  five  dollars  up  to 
two  hundred  dollars,  thus  lifting  the  last  vestige  of  the 
four  thousand  dollars  mortgage  incurred  at  the  building  of 
the  Church.  The  Church  was  not,  however,  consecrated 
until  the  bonds  which  the  vestry  issued  for  the  money 
loaned  by  the  congregation  were  repaid,  as  to  evade  the 
provision  of  the  Canon  which  requires  the  Church  to  be 
free  from  debt,  was  not  consistent  either  with  our 
profession  as  Christians,  or  our  dignity  as  a  parish ;  but 
by  August,  1889,  the  Church  was  really  free  from  all 
debt,  and  on  the  25th  day  of  that  month,  the  late  Rt. 
Rev.  H.  D.  Wingfield,  Bishop  of  Northern  California, 
acting  for  our  dear  Father-in-God  Bishop  Kip,  solemnly 
consecrated  S.  Stephen’s  Church  ;  since  that  time  the 
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property  has  never  been  encumbered.  The  completion 
of  the  Church,  the  organ,  the  bell,  the  payment  of  the 
debt,  did  not,  however,  exhaust  the  energies  of  the 
parish.  The  needs  of  the  Sunday-school  demanded 
alterations  in  the  building  erected  in  1876,  and  soon  after 
we  built  the  Church,  the  Sunday-school  building  as  it 
was  now  called,  was  divided  into  three  rooms  by  a 
partition  fitted  with  sliding-doors,  so  as  to  provide  for  a 
primary  room,  and  for  a  room  for  the  Sunday-school 
library.  This  arrangement  served  for  several  years  until 
the  necessity  for  more  accommodations  was  so  evident 
that  some  steps  had  to  be  taken,  and  in  1891,  the  Vestry 
determined  to  alter  the  Sunday-school  building  and  by 
raising  it  make  it  a  Parish  building.  The  plans  submitted 
by  Mr.  B.  Allen  Brown  were  adopted,  and  a  fund,  called 
the  Improvement  Fund,  being  collected,  the  alterations 
were  completed,  at  an  expense  of  $2,700.00.  And  on  the 
9th  day  of  August,  1891,  the  Rt.  Rev.  the  Assistant 
Bishop  Wm.  Ford  Nichols,  after  the  celebration  of  Divine 
Service,  blessed  the  building,  thus  completing  our  means 
to  the  proper  work  of  a  City  Parish.  When  we  come  to 
tell  of  our  Vested  Choir,  we  will  tell  the  story  of  our 
latest  bit  of  building.  And  now  the  tale  is  told;  later 
pages  will  tell  of  the  memorials  and  the  organizations  in 
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the  Parish  will  each  have  space,  and  the  illustrations  will 
enshrine  the  loved  faces  of  those  who  are  here,  and  some 
who  are  in  the  hereafter.  It  is  a  varied  web  which  we 
have  woven,  dear  brethren,  in  this  quarter  of  a  century, 
but  there  is  after  all  more  of  joy  than  of  sorrow.  And 
now  as  we  begin  another  period  of  fleeting  years,  we  will 
one  after  another  pass  within  the  veil,  some  other  Rector 
will  in  all  human  probability  write  the  record  of  the 
semi-centennial,  in  the  year  of  grace  1925.  May  God 
grant  him  in  his  work  all  the  joy  which  we  have  had  in 
ours.  To  the  protection  of  the  All  Merciful,  let  us 
commend  ourselves,  praying  that  we  may  all  meet  in  the 
Paradise  of  God,  whither  so  many  of  our  dear  ones  have 
preceded  us.  And  so,  dear  friends,  as  long  as  God  shall 
spare  us  to  each  other  may  we  journey  on  in  peace  and 
love,  in  patience  and  in  perseverance,  ‘  'Until  the  day  dawn 
and  shadows  flee  forever  away.” 

Affectionately, 

Your  friend  and  Rector, 

EDGAR  J.  UON. 
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m  DISTINGUISHING  characteristic  of  the  modern 
parish,  is  organization,  which  affording  to 
many,  whose  tastes  differ,  the  opportunity  of 
indulging  in  those  activities  most  congenial  to  each,  yet 
unites  all  in  the  common  cause  of  extending  Christ’s 
Kingdom,  and  of  illustrating  the  Divine  principals  of 
beneficience  which  He  came  to  teach.  Our  own  dear 
parish  falls  in  line  with  this  nineteenth  century  sentiment, 
and  we  may  point  with  satisfaction  to  the  agencies,  which 
for  years  have  worked  for  some  good  cause.  What 
probably  has  made  each  of  these  so  permanent,  is  the  fact 
that  we  have  not  organized  merely  to  possess  such 
agencies,  but  as  a  want  has  been  perceived  the  association 
has  been  created  to  meet  it,  so  that  our  societies  are  an 
evolution,  and  have  followed  out  a  natural  law.  There 
are  at  present  in  the  parish  five  societies  in  active  work, 
and  one  other  which  dormant,  from  time  to  time  is 
revived  when  opportunity  arises,  or  when  its  need  is  felt  ; 
the  Musical  and  Titerary  Society  is  referred  to.  A  sketch 
of  the  history  of  each  of  these  organizations  will  be  of 
interest,  in  the  order  of  their  origin. 
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Zbc  att>  Society 

ALMAMquivieruitferat .  “Honor  to  whom 
■  honor  is  due.”  So  say  two  time-honored 

I|a  7  proverbs,  and  in  no  part  of  our  parochial 
H  energies,  are  these  sayings  more  applicable, 

and  more  directly  and  better  said,  than  when  they  are 
applied  to  the  first  society  in  point  of  age  and  length 
of  service,  viz.  :  The  Aid  Society  of  S.  Stephen’s 
Parish,  the  first  of  the  band  of  organizations  which 
have  done  so  much  for  the  Church.  Its  first  meeting 
was  held  on  the  9th  day  of  March,  1875,  and 
met  in  the  room  on  the  north-east  corner  of 
Webster  and  Fulton  streets,  then  serving  as  a  place 
of  worship  for  the  infant  mission.  The  book  of 
minutes  of  that  date  shows  that  the  first  president  was 
Mrs.  B.  E.  Babcock,  the  vice-president,  the  late  Mrs. 
Wm.  E.  Chalmers,  the  treasurer,  Mrs.  Thomas  Menzies, 
and  the  secretary,  the  late  Miss  Kate  L.  Hill,  in  whose 
delicate  handwriting  the  minutes  of  a  quarter  of  a  century 
ago  are  written.  Twenty -two  members  names  are  on  the 
roll  at  that  first  assemblage,  “  Of  whom  the  greater  part 
remain  at  this  present,  but  some  have  fallen  asleep.' 9 
The  old  record-book  has  been  preserved  through  the 
devotion  of  Mrs.  B.  E.  Babcock,  the  first  president  of 
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the  Aid  Society,  and  whose  picture  is  presented  in  this 
little  volume.  To  tell  the  history,  seriatim,  of  the  Aid 
Society  is  to  tell  that  of  the  Church  ;  if  it  is  desired  to 
know  what  they  have  done,  look  around,  and  believe  that 
in  everything,  the  Society  has  borne  a  larger  part,  and 
has  been  the  AID  Society  in  very  truth,  for  it  has  always 
aided  the  Rector,  the  parish,  the  vestry,  in  a  word 
everything,  always  ready,  always  reasonable,  always 
generous,  never  failing.  There  have  been  in  twenty- 
five  years  three  ladies  at  the  head,  Mmes.  Babcock, 
Wooster  and  Genereaux.  Of  these,  two  are  still  with  us, 
and  one  is  not,  for  God  took  her.  The  one  longest  in 
office,  Mrs.  David  Wooster,  has  passed  away  amidst  the 
tears  of  those  who  had  so  long  known  and  loved  her. 
The  Credence  table  is  her  memorial,  and  her  place  in  the 
hearts  of  those  who  for  so  long  worked  so  harmoniously 
will  be  always  green.  At  present  under  the  leadership  of 
Mme.  Genereaux,  the  Society  still  Aids  !  Aids  !!  Aids  !!! 
It  is  fulfilling  its  mission,  and  has  the  distinction  of  never 
in  its  history  having  been  so  unfortunate  as  to  have  been 
rent  by  dissension,  or  disturbed  by  faction.  The  Rector 
most  affectionately  offers  this  slight  tribute  of  respect  to 
the  women  who  have  always  been  so  loyal,  so  energetic, 
and  so  ready  to  co-operate  with  him  in  all  plans  for  the 
good  of  the  parish. 


H>xcc=Tprc0it)cnt 0  of  S.  Stephen's  Hifc>  Society,  1875=1900 

THE  TATE  MRS  DAVIP  WOOSTER  MME.  B.  C.  GENEREAUX  MRS.  B.  E.  BABCOCK 
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Gbe  Society  of  tbe  6oob  Sbepberb 


HE  NEXT  in  order  of  organization  is  the  Society 
/  1  for  communicants,  known  by  the  above  name, 

and  organized  by  the  Rector  from  members  of 
the  first  class  confirmed  in  S.  Stephen’s  parish  in  the  year 
1876.  In  its  early  history,  as  the  present  secretary 
observes,  the  Society  seemed  to  embrace  any  line  of  work 
presented  to  them,  religious,  charitable,  or  social.  The 
secretary  has,  also,  disinterred  from  the  dusty  records  of 
twenty-four  years  the  following  :  “  The  Society  has  been 
indefatigable.  It  has  helped  the  poor,  the  sick,  the  aged, 
the  parish  Church.  It  has  united  always  with  the  other 
societies  in  any  work  of  general  interest,  or  in  what 
tended  toward  the  common  good.  Its  members  have 
visited  hospitals,  and  the  Old  Ladies’  Home.  It  has 
gathered  clothes  for  distribution  to  the  needy,  a  stained 
glass  window  for  the  Church,  a  solid  silver  Communion 
service  for  the  chapel  of  the  Old  Ladies’  Home. 
Members  cared  for  the  Altar  of  the  Church  until  relieved 
by  another  society.  And,  since  1881,  records  remain  of 
tbe  Christmas  festivals  and  the  presents  given  to  the 
inmates  of  the  Old  Ladies’  Home.  The  tale  is  too  long 
to  tell.  The  treasurer  has  kindly  furnished  some  facts 
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from  the  books,  from  which  we  take  the  following  :  ‘  ‘The 
Society  has  collected  for  Diocesan  Missions  $1,210.61. 
From  1884  to  1899  it  had  expended  for  Christmas 
presents  to  the  inmates  of  the  Old  Ladies’  Home  $381.00. 
Toward  parochial  expenses  $1,055. 25.  Toward  charitable 
work  in  small  sums  $36.75.  To  its  own  permanent  fund 
$269.80.  These  are  but  a  few  items  and  are  given  to 
show  how  much  has  been  done  by  the  Society.  In 
spiritual  work,  the  preparatory  service  before  the  Holy 
Communion  on  the  first  Sunday  of  the  month  has  been 
for  many  years  entirely  maintained  by  the  prayers 
and  presence  of  the  members  of  the  Society.  Some  of 
the  charter  members  are  still  in  its  ranks,  and  some  have 
scattered  and  are  far  away.  Some  have  fallen  out  of  the 
ranks,  and  others  are  with  God.  It  has  been  a  blessing 
to  the  parish,  this  association  of  the  faithful,  and  it  will 
by  God’ s  mercy  continue  to  be  such.  Its  name  indicates 
its  object,  viz.  :  To  follow  the  Lord  Jesus  Christ,  the 
great  Bishop  and  Shepherd  of  our  souls,  and  by 
participation  in  His  most  blessed  Body  and  Blood  to  be 
made  partakers  of  His  Everlasting  Kingdom. 


MR.  E.  F.  CHEFFINS  CECIL  C.  CLINE  REV.  S.  J.  LEE 

(lay  reader)  (cross  bearer)  (rector’s  assistant) 
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5.  fIDaraaret’s  (Built) 


HE  QUALITY  of  mercy  appertains  to  Christian 
work  always,  everywhere,  and  therefore  to 
provide  for  the  sick  poor,  what  can  only  be 


obtained  by  expenditure,  viz.  :  Medical  attendance, 
nursing  and  all  the  many  comforts  so  essential  to  the 
sick  room  are  aims  which  have  been  for  many  years 
before  S.  Margaret’s  Guild.  In  common  with  all  of  our 
societies,  the  especial  aim  of  the  association  has  never 
been  so  hard  and  so  positively  crystalized  that  the  Guild 
could  not  take  due  interest  in  the  general  work  of  the 
parish,  and  it  is  always  represented  in  work  done  for  the 
general  good  ;  but  its  principal  aim,  and  the  work  it  has 
done  so  beautifully  and  so  lovingly  for  the  years  of  its 
history,  has  been  to  present  the  cup  of  healing  to  the 
sufferer,  and  sometimes  to  smooth  the  pillow  of  the  dying. 
S.  Margaret’s  Guild  has  in  every  year  of  its  existence 
done  something  for  the  sick,  now  paying  for  a  room  at 
S.  Luke’s  Hospital,  then  making  dainty  and  attractive 
covers  for  the  beautifying  of  the  rooms.  Again  it  has 
confined  its  attention  to  the  provision  for  some  individual 
case,  or  in  some  way  carrying  out  its  principles.  Near 
the  Altar  its  work  is  shown  in  the  beautiful  alms  dish, 
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and  in  the  silver  and  cut  glass  cruets  and  ciborium  for  the 
Credence  table,  the  means  for  which  it  partly  gave  and 
partly  raised  as  a  memorial  to  the  late  Mrs.  Lion,  the 
mother  of  the  Rector.  S.  Margaret's  Guild  was 
organized  about  1885  and  has  been  continuing  its  quiet 
but  faithful  work  ever  since. 

* 

Gbe  fllMnistenna  Cbtlbren’s  ^League 

H  BRANCH  of  this  charming  Society  was  founded 

in  S.  Stephen's  in  August,  1888,  and  has 
continued  ever  since.  The  annual  report  of  the 
League  is  always  looked  for  anxiously  by  the  parishioners, 
as  indicative  of  the  training  of  the  children,  and  it  is  very 
pleasant  to  know  that  a  band  of  children  are  being  taught 
to  pray  for  God's  grace,  and  promise  to  do  one  deed  of 
kindness,  at  least,  every  day.  It  is  pleasant  to  record 
that  some  of  the  founders  of  the  League  in  this  parish  are 
still  directing  its  course.  The  beautiful  altar  vases,  of 
cast  brass,  are  the  gift  of  the  League,  which,  too,  has 
done  its  share  in  all  general  work  of  the  parish. 


CHANCEL  WINDOW  ALTAR  EAGLE  LECTURN 

(CHALMERS  MEMORIAL)  (DAN IELS-HINKEL  MEMORIAL) 
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5.  Stephen's  Chapter  of  the  Brotherhooh 

of  S.  Hnbrew,  INo.  215 

UR  CHAPTER  was  founded  on  the  27th  of 
October,  1888,  and  has  since  then,  continuously 
exemplified  the  object  of  the  Order,  viz. :  To 
pray  daily  to  extend  Christ’s  Kingdom  upon  earth, 
and  each  member  is  bound  to  make  an  earnest 
effort  to  bring  some  man  to  Church.  The  bible  class  is 
considered  to  be  the  corner-stone  of  the  Brotherhood,  and 
every  Sunday  evening  for  the  nearly  twelve  years  of  its 
existence  have  the  men  gathered  around  the  Rector  to 
study  sacred  scripture.  Many  earnest  and  spiritual 
conferences  have  been  held,  bible  in  hand,  and  the  current 
of  our  lives  has  run  the  deeper,  and  ties  between  us  have 
grown  stronger  because  of  the  freedom  of  the  long  table 
around  which  we  sit  and  take  sweet  counsel  together,  or 
when  at  our  monthly  service,  at  9  p.  m.,  we  offer  our 
comptine  service  before  the  altar.  The  chapter  organized 
with  five  charter  members,  now  numbers  nineteen.  It  is 
a  rule  when  any  man  in  our  chapter  loses  interest  in  the 
work,  to  drop  him  from  the  roll,  if  we  cannot  stimulate 
his  waning  zeal.  Every  member  is  also  a  communicant. 
The  chapter  is  always  ready  to  aid  in  the  parochial 
charities  or  other  work,  and  is  justly  proud  of  the 
influence  it  has  been  able  to  exert  on  the  general  work  of 
the  Order  in  this  city. 
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Zhe  Hltar  <Sullt> 

HIS  necessary  adjunct  of  a  Church  is  our 
M  l  youngest  society,  and  cares  for  the  vestments, 
clerical  and  sacramental.  Last  Easter 
through  its  efforts  a  most  beautifully  embroidered  set  of 
eucharistic  vestments  were  presented  to  the  Rector.  Its 
work  is  quiet,  and  represents  personal  service.  The 
members  wait  upon  the  Altar,  and  in  its  decoration  and 
care,  offer  a  willing  sacrifice  of  loving  devotion  to  Him 
who  is  the  Altar’s  God* 


* 


5.  Stephen's  Branch  of  the  UHoman'6 

HuylUar^ 

N  ADDITION  to  the  societies  for  Church  work 
already  mentioned,  we  have  in  the  parish  a 
^  ■  small  but  earnest  branch  of  the  great  missionary 

body,  known  as  the  Woman’s  Auxiliary  to  the 
Board  of  Missions,  and  which  represents  woman’s 
energies  in  the  extension  of  Christ’s  Kingdom. 
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£be  5unt>a\>  School 


mO  ACCOUNT  of  S.  Stephen’s  is  complete 

without  a  passing  reference,  at  least,  to  the 
nursery  of  the  Church,  the  Sunday-school. 
The  precursor  of  the  Church,  it  has  been  its  school  of 
training;  from  its  ranks  have  come  a  large  percentage  of  our 
present  membership,  and  in  its  carefully  arranged  course 
of  study  lies  the  intellectual  and  spiritul  fitness  for  Church 
work.  In  conclusion  we  place  on  record  a  tribute  to  the 
memory  of  one,  who  for  eighteen  years,  was  a  faithful, 
earnest  and  intelligent  worker  in  this  sacred  cause,  and 
from  the  shock  of  whose  untimely  death,  the  school  has 
not  yet  recovered.  To 

Ibeien  Aft*  Curtis 

is  due  much  of  the  success  of  the  school,  of  whose  primary 
department  she  was  for  many  years  the  superintendent. 
Many  of  the  Sunday-school  teachers  were  trained 
primarily  by  her,  and  many  of  our  especial  lines  of 
teaching  are  due  to  her  originality. 


“Her  works  do  follow  her.” 
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5.  ikatbarine’s  ScbooL 

N  THE  CAUSE  of  Christian  education  a  faithful 
*  X  member  of  the  parish,  Miss  Mortee,  has  labored 
M  for  years.  The  school  occupies  the  upper  hall 
^ " *  of  the  Parish  building,  and  the  high  grade  of 

the  school  is  evidenced  by  the  position  which  those  who 
have  gone  elsewhere  have  taken.  The  spiritual  influence 
of  the  school,  too,  has  been  marked,  and  its  quiet, 
religious  character  is  of  great  value. 


FONT  PROCESSIONAL  CROSS  CREDENCE 

(MENZIES- KNOPH  MEMORIAL)  (CARY  MEMORIAL)  (WOOSTER  MEMORIAL) 


- 
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fIDemonals  in  tbe  Cburcb 


N  COMMON  with  so  many  of  our  churches,  our 
Sanctuary  commemorates  to  the  Glory  of  God, 
^  W  those  who  have  gone  before,  and  the  principal 
adjuncts  of  Divine  Service  at  S.  Stephen’s  are 
in  memory  of  “Those  whose  rest  is  won.”  Quite  a 
number  of  the  windows  were  given  at  the  building  of  the 
Church  in  memoriam,  and  form  parts  of  a  sequence  of 
texts,  but  not  being  painted  windows  need  no  especial 
description,  excepting  the  Altar  window,  which  is  a 
picture  of  the  Risen  Lord.  It  was  placed  in  the  Church 
by  the  first  warden  of  the  parish,  Mr.  Wm.  L.  Chalmers, 
and  is  in  memory  of  his  wife  and  elder  daughter.  The 
inscription  at  the  base  of  the  window  reads  : 

Entered  into  Rest : 

dbarp  Z.  Cbalmers 

Feb.  15th,  1881 

jBmilg  J 3.  Cbalmers 

August  28th,  1881 


The  Altar  and  Reredos  are  both  in  quartered  oak, 
each  being  a  memorial.  The  Reredos  is  in  memory  of 

/IIMlton  Ibulbert  Ibtnftel 

the  child  of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Jno.  Hinkel,  who  died  in  1884, 
aged  five  years. 


5.  Stephen’s  Book 

The  Altar,  in  memory  of  Mrs.  Margaret  Daniels,  was 
given  by  her  sister  Mrs.  M.  J.  Dilworth,  and  bears  as  an 
inscription  the  following : 

t.  * 

To  the  Glory  of  God,  and  in  loving  memory  of 

tffoatgatet  Daniels 

In  peace,  April  16th,  1886 

The  brass  Altar  desk,  in  memory  of  Miss  Nihil,  is 
inscribed : 

/IB.  G.  W. 

Entered  into  Rest,  April  8th,  1883 
Requiescat 

The  Altar  vessels  are  of  sterling  silver,  and  are  all 
memorials,  as  is  also  the  beautiful  brass  alms  dish.  The 
small  chalice  and  paten,  for  use  at  the  lesser  services,  are 
in  memory  of 

/tors.  Kviline  ID.  ©'Weal 

the  gift  of  her  daughter  and  son-in-law,  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
J.  D.  Ryland.  The  larger  chalice  and  paten  are  separate 
memorials.  The  paten  is  made  of  silver  given  by  the 
Dent  and  Reis  families,  and  is  inscribed 

In  Memoriam: 

Ibenrp  Sbutl&s  Dent 
(Bustave  Dent  TRcls 
IRellte  Campbell  IRete 

“  He  giveth  His  beloved  sleep.’ * 


(quackenbush  memorial) 


- 


- 
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The  chalice  is  the  gift  of  Mrs.  E.  E.  Hastings,  and  is 
in  memory  of  her  husband.  The  inscription  is 

In  Memoriam : 

jEvetett  Xtnua  lhastings 

Tost  on  Steamship  “Pacific” 

Nov.  4th,  1875 

“All  thy  waves  and  storms  are  gone  over  me.” 

The  brass  alms  dish,  the  cut-glass  and  silver  cruets, 
and  the  credence  paten,  are  memorials  of  the  mother  of 
the  Rector,  the  late  Mrs.  Eion.  On  the  paten  is 

To  the  Glory  of  God,  and  in  loving  memory  of 

Acs.  ftate  Xion 

In  peace,  Nov.  16th,  1886 

By  S.  Margaret’s  Guild  and  other  Members  of  S.  Stephen’s  Parish 

The  alms  dish  is  inscribed 


In  Memoriam : 

ft.  x. 

Nov.  16th,  1886 

“  Favor  is  deceitful  and  beauty  is  vain,  but  a  woman  that  feareth  the  Tord 

she  shall  be  praised.” 


The  carved  oak  credence  table  is  in  memory  of  Mrs. 
Wooster,  a  founder  of  the  parish  and  for  many  years 
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president  of  the  Aid  Society,  whose  photograph  is 
reproduced  in  this  book.  The  memorial  was  given  by 
the  Aid  Society,  and  is 

In  Memory  of 

jfrances  A.  ‘©Hooster 

A  Founder  of  this  Parish 
In  peace,  April  15th,  1897 
“  In  her  tongue  the  law  of  kindness.” 

The  pulpit  is  the  gift  of  Mrs.  Geo.  Swortfiguer,  and 
is  considered  one  of  the  finest  on  the  Coast,  and  is 

Erected  to  the  Glory  of  God,  and  in  memory  of 

Gbomas  /iRotdll  Quachenbusb 

By  his  daughter 

“  That  the  Gospel  of  our  Eord  Jesus  Christ  may  be  truly  preached.” 

At  the  font  two  children  are  commemorated,  little 

/toarg  /Ifcen3fes 

who  only  tarried  four  weeks  in  our  midst,  and  then 
returned  to  God,  and  whose  parents  gave  the  font.  On 
the  font  is  carved  “God  is  Love.”  And  another  little 
maiden  who  is  commemorated  by  the  beautiful  Danish 
carving  over  the  font,  and  whose  memorial  reads 

To  the  Glory  of  God,  and  in  loving  memory  of 

Sbele  fltnopb 

Entered  into  Rest,  1893 
“  He  beareth  the  lambs  in  His  bosom.” 


VESTED  CHOIR  OF  S.  STEPHEN’S  CHURCH 
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The  processional  cross,  a  remarkably  fine  specimen 
of  ecclesiastical  art,  is  the  gift  of  Mrs.  Frank  Curtis,  in 
memory  of  her  mother,  the  late  Mrs.  Cary.  On  the 
cross  is  the  inscription 

In  Memoriam : 

%.  a.  s.  a. 

In  peace,  Oct.  22nd,  1895 

I 

The  Litany  desk  was  given  by  members  of  the 
California  Branch  of  the  Woman's  Auxiliary,  in  memory 
of  the  Quiet  Days  held  for  them  by  the  Rector.  The 
beautiful  Litany  book  is  a  memorial  of  little  Robert 
Doxey,  twin  son  of  the  Junior  Warden  of  the  Parish. 

At  Easter  it  is  hoped  to  complete  memorials  of  two 
other  members  of  the  parish,  Miss  Helen  M.  Curtis  and 
Mrs.  Ellen  Cook. 

The  Hulbert  Memorial  Fund  is  the  oldest  of  the 
memorials  in  the  Parish,  but  instead  of  taking  the  form 
that  others  have  assumed,  it  is  an  investment  of  the  sum 
of  five  hundred  dollars,  a  legacy  from  the  late  Mrs. 
Henrietta  Hulbert,  who  died  June  5th,  1878,  and  who 
left  this  sum  of  money,  to  be  invested  by  the  Vestry  of 
the  Church  who  were  to  be  trustees  of  the  same,  the 
interest  to  be  applied  to  the  relief  of  poor  persons.  The 
principal  by  judicious  investment  has  been  increased,  and 
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the  amount  of  good  accomplished  by  this  touching 
memorial,  of  a  great  sufferer,  is  incalculable.  In  a 
conversation  with  the  Rector,  she  said  that  her  protracted 
illness  had  never  allowed  her  to  do  for  the  poor  what  she 
had  wished  to  do,  and  therefore  it  was  to  be  done  after 
her  death. 


press  of 

f .  lb.  Bbbott,  316  JBatter$  Street 
San  jfrandsco 
mcm 


photographs  of  Cburcb  anfc  memorials  big 
Dealer  3Bros.,  503  Xarfein  Street 
San  jfrandsco 
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